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ALBANY >> A new-but-old Albany space is hosting its first major event this weekend, 

showcasing locally inspired art, accompanied by wine and food. 

Albany Barn is presenting the third annual Fusion fundraiser Friday evening to celebrate urban 

art, architecture and fashion. 

The new creative arts incubator is hosting the event in the refurbished St. Joseph’s Academy to 

celebrate the future of Arbor Hill. Proceeds will benefit The Barn’s mission to support local 

artists and the Arbor Hill community.  

The group has transformed the former St. Joseph’s Academy into affordable apartments and 

workspace for regional artists and will be shown off at the organization’s annual gala. 

Albany Barn worked with Albany Housing Authority and the city of Albany to rehabilitate the 

long-abandoned St. Joseph’s Academy on North Swan Street in Arbor Hill. After years of 

renovations, The Barn opened in April 2014 and consists of 22 income-qualified live/work 

apartments and over 13,000 square feet of highly subsidized work and rehearsal suites, a 

recording studio and exhibition, performance and programming space. 

The new incubator accommodates 22 residential artists and 24 work studio tenants, including 

Dana Owens, Michael Ortega, Jordan Hill and more. 

To acknowledge the immense history of St. Joseph’s Academy and Arbor Hill, Fusion will 

feature custom couture, performances and art installations by regional artists that were inspired 

by the neighborhood’s past and in celebration of its future. 

Albany Barn Executive Director Kristen Holler hopes this theme will show “how the past is 

serving as an inspiration for what were doing in the present and hopefully into the future,” she 

said.  

“The overall feel or the event should really be one of reflection on where we have come from as 

an organization, where the neighborhood is coming from and also an infusion of a lot of creative 

energy.” 

Throughout the event, art installations and presentations will evolve to give guests insight on the 

creative process and the capabilities of the new space.  

“All of those pieces are really just meant to make people feel of the energy that has been built 

around this project and around the revitalization of Arbor Hill,” Holler said.  



This will be the first time Albany Barn is inviting the public into its brand new space for a major 

art event. However, Fusion is in its third year. The Albany Barn fundraiser was formerly held in 

Albany’s Washington Park before the new building existed.  

“It’s kind of exciting to welcome people to a familiar event, but in a new space,” Holler said. 

“This year, being able to host the event at the space makes it so exciting.” 

The event is in conjunction with Albany Chef’s Food & Wine Festival, an annual three-day food 

and wine-themed festival that markets local restaurants, chefs and their innovative cuisine while 

educating consumers on healthy, sustainable agriculture. The festival donates all net income 

directly to deserving nonprofit arts organizations. 

In keeping the focus on local artists and artisans, area chef and “Chopped” champion Ric 

Orlando will prepare dishes based on the event theme featuring fresh, local ingredients. 

Orlando’s cuisine will be complemented by desserts from Troy’s The Cookie Factory. 

Signature event cocktails will be made with spirits by Albany Distilling Company, billed as the 

first licensed distillery in Albany since Prohibition. Craft beer is to be provided by Saratoga 

Springs-based Druthers Brewing Company. 

Fusion will be kicked off with a jazz reception from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., followed by a set from DJ 

duo Space, Time, & Spacetime, with displays by lighting artist Nicky Lightz. 

“We have some really tremendously talented artists who have put a lot of time and effort into 

Fusion,” Holler said. “Guests will get to see some really great art being created and displayed, 

and just get a better sense of what this project’s all about and what potential there is for the 

things that could come out of a project like this.” 

Fusion tickets are $75 and can be purchased at albanybarn.org/fusion. Catalyst Committee tickets 

also are available and include valet parking, limited-edition glassware and recognition on the 

Fusion event website and program.  

Funds raised from Fusion will help with general operating expenses.  

“Any fundraising we do in the coming year will all be going toward purchasing equipment so 

that we can offer more services to artists and to the community,” Holler said. 

Going forward, Albany Barn will host monthly concert series and open mic nights. The first 

weekend in November, theater collective Creative License will perform a production of “A 

Steady Rain.” Classes and workshops also will be expanded. 

For more information, visit www.albanybarn.org or albanywinefest.com. 

 


